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and boutique commercial projects. Her experience in the art of placemaking, from site 
logistics to community planning, is a strength she brings to her role today. At D&A, Van takes 
the role of being a steward of her city through her work seriously, and believes in creating for
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longevity. Van concentrates her efforts on the end game for both clients and investors. An

My career has taken shape in a way that would not have been possible without timing and 
circumstances beyond my control. I graduated from a prestigious architecture program
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D&A consists of a team of multi-disciplinary professionals, from architecture, engineering, 
construction, and real estate backgrounds. Because of our unique skill sets, we’re able to 
approach each project from both a holistic and specialized perspective.
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There are man Childrearing is a full-time job, and as the Covid pandemic has illustrated, women are disproportionately responsible for childcare in heteronormative relationships. Juggling two demanding full-time jobs i There are many reasons, but the primary reason is childcare. Childrearing is a full-time job, 
and as the Covid pandemic has illustrated, women are disproportionately responsible for 
childcare in heteronormative relationships. Juggling two demanding full-time jobs is
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In real estate development, there is tremendous opportunity to offer new and exciting 
things — to create trends rather than follow them. With successful projects, it is possible to 
create value from a placemaking standpoint as well as property value that cascades through 
the surrounding area.
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If you had to advise someone on five non-intuitive things one should know to 
succeed in the real estate industry, what would you say? Can you please give a 
story or an example for each?
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