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A 130-unit Traditional Neighborhood Development called Fall Park received enthusiastic support
from the Gardiner Town Board following a presentation by the project's developers at the
board’s Sept. 7 meeting at the Town Hall.

James McCormick, a partner and director of construction for D&A Companies based in New York
City, estimated the project would cost approximately $62 million to design and build over

several phases. If all things went well with the review process, McCormick anticipated it would
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'rl_%apmtely two years before a shovel could be in the ground.
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The 100-area site is located between the Wallkill River and the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail in the
Town of Gardiner. The town'’s shopping district is close by.

McCormick said the property was one of two major parcels selected for hamlet expansion in the
town'’s 2004 comprehensive plan.

“You can see there are very few sensitive habitats,” McCormick said as he referenced the Town
of Gardiner’s natural resources inventory map. “Obviously a full environmental impact study will
need to be done, but on the face of it, it looks like a positive site for some development.”

Under the proposal, half of the residential units will be sold and half will be rented, with
additional mixed-use structures throughout the development.

On D&A's website, Fall Park is described as “a neighborhood of houses, apartments, workplaces,
shops, restaurants, and recreational facilities in a beautiful, natural setting. The development is
pedestrian-oriented, engaging with existing and future pedestrian corridors (The Rail Trail and
Riverbend Trails).”

According to D&A, “Home sites are clustered to form social communities and limit
environmental impact. Fall Park will welcome a diverse population who share an appreciation of
nature, beautiful architecture, and the comforts of living in an exceptionally crafted home. We
strive to deliver ‘a community of homes that love you back.”

Founded in 2018, D&A is a real estate development firm that collectively has managed over one
million square feet of ground-up construction and adaptive reuse of buildings valued at over $1
billion. These include residential, hospitality and mixed-use buildings, including seven major
projects in New York City.

Supervisor Marybeth Majestic asked the developers if the project might include senior housing
since “we have concerns about the availability of senior housing in our community.”

“We certainly might be interested in the introduction of senior housing,” replied Kartik Desai,
D&A's partner and founder. “It is something we have been studying on other parcels elsewhere.
It obviously depends on what type of senior housing we are talking about. In the sense that it
would be senior friendly, especially the multi-family units, that is something that we're very
interested in.”

Both Councilmen David Dukler and Warren Wiegand called the proposed development
“exciting.”

Deputy Supervisor Laura Walls also said she appreciated the developers’ attention to the town'’s
codes.

“This is exactly the kind of thing that | think the hamlet area needs,” Walls said.
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'Ir—’sTTME)Sst respectful that you are working with our code and finding the creativity that =
was Putifité'our code many years ago and just hasn't coalesced around opportunity.” _

In closing the portion of the meeting devoted to Fall Park, Majestic said:

“I think it's an exciting project, but there’s a lot we'll have to go through together for the first
time.”

Town seeks cannabis feedback

In other news, Majestic noted that the Town Board would like to engage the public’s opinion on
the proposed state legislation that would allow cannabis lounges and dispensaries in Gardiner.
The Town of Gardiner has until the end of 2021 to decide whether it is in favor of allowing retail
marijuana sales in the community.

On March 31, New York made recreational marijuana legal. Towns and villages can't limit a
resident’s right to possess or consume weed. But the communities do have the power to
prohibit retail outlets from selling pot.

No matter what action the Town of Gardiner takes, it is subject to a permissive referendum,
according to Majestic.

“I would love to hear what people in town want, so that we don’t act without knowing what most
want and end up with a petition forcing us to have that special vote,” Majestic said. “l guess my
plea to the public tonight is to please let us know and talk it up with your neighbors and let us
know what it is that you want.”

Majestic said a special email account would be set up on the town'’s website shortly where the
public could give its input on the issue of allowing cannabis lounges and/or dispensaries in

Gardiner. Please feel free to email your comments to cannabis.tog@gmail.com.

“I'd just like people to tell me what they're interested in seeing or not seeing here,” she said.

Comments
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( stories/walden-harvest-fest-returns-with-a-bang,32148)

Walden Harvest Fest returns with a bang (/stories/walden-
harvest-fest-returns-with-a-bang,32148)

Saturday was a picturesque day for the 34th Annual Walden Harvest Fest at Bradley Park. Clear skies and sunny
weather gave way to a day Walden residents treasure every year. The event was hosted ...

<, Fire parade returns (/stories/fire-parade-returns,32144) A year after the
; y drums were silenced by a pandemic, the OCVFA welcomed the region’s firefighters
§ to Montgomery for the annual fire inspection parade.

(/stories/fire-parade-
returns,32144)

Community Day celebrates Marlborough (/stories/community-day-celebrates-
ma rlborough,32140) On Saturday, residents of the Town of Marlborough came together for Community Day
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2021 at the Cluett Schantz Park in Milton. The day was a completely free famil e
@ celebration that was capped off with ... -

storles/community—a—
celebrates-
marlborough,32140)

. Walden Humane Society participates in Tykes Tuesday

(/stories/walden-humane-society-participates-in-tykes-tuesday,32138)
- Beads. Check. Crayons. Check. Plenty of paper and plastic string. Double check.

- The Walden Humane Society recently held a Tykes Tuesday event at the Galleria at
Crystal Run to help raise awareness ...

(/stories/walden-humane-
society-participates-in-
tykes-tuesday,32138)

Marlboro construction project nears finish line (/stories/marlboro-

construction-project-nears-finish-line,32104) The $19.49 million Vision
2020 construction project for the Marlboro school district is nearing completion.
Recently, Marlboro Superintendent Michael Brooks gave the Southern Ulster Times
- atourof ...

(/ stories/marlboro-
construction-project-nears-
finish-line,32104)

LOCAL NEWS

Milton and Marlboro Libraries receive $10,000
grants (/stories/milton-and-marlboro-libraries-
receive-10000-grants,32102)

B Last week Assemblyman Jonathan Jacobson [D-104] presented the Sarah Hull
(/stories/milton-and- Hallock Free Library in Milton and the Marlboro Free Library with special NY'S
marlboro-libraries-receive-  Assembly grants checks, each in the amount of ...
10000-grants,32102)
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Croce to retire from Plattekill government
(/stories/croce-to-retire-from-plattekill-
government,32101)

Town of Plattekill Supervisor Joseph Croce admits that he’s more comfortable
dealing with town business than talking about himself. But with less than three

(/stories/croce-to-retire- months left before he retires as ...
from-plattekill-
government,32101)

o i Downing Park receives $10,000 grant
R PR ile & (/stories/downing-park-receives-10000-
S grant,32099)

(/stories/ downing—k—
receives-10000-
grant,32099)

The Garden Club of Orange and Dutchess County have received a $10,000 grant
from the Garden Club of America (GCA) to repair and restore Downing Park. The
Garden Club of Orange and Dutchess ...

SEE MORE NEWS » (/LOCAL-NEWS/)
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